Speaking Card 35
At the Doctor’s / At the Hospital
Language: Describing Symptoms, “Should” for Giving Advice.

At the doctor’s

at the Hospital

Doctor: Good morning,
Peter. What’s wrong with
you?
Peter: Hello, Doctor. I don’t
feel well. I have a terrible
headache all the time and
feel dizzy. It only started
yesterday.
Doctor: Do you have a fever?
Peter: I don’t know.
Doctor: Okay, let’s take your
temperature and we’ll see.
Do you have a sore throat?
Peter: My throat hurts a bit
and also I can’t eat anything.
Doctor: Open your mouth,
please. Okay. It looks red.
You probably have a mild
throat infection. And your
temperature is also high.
Peter: Do I need to stay in
bed, then?
Doctor: Yes. You have to
stay in bed for a couple of
days. I’m going to prescribe
you antibiotics. Take one
pill every twelve hours. You
should also drink a lot of
fluids and eat some yoghurt
to make your stomach feel
better.
Peter: When can I go back to
school?
Doctor: Come back in six
days for a check-up. We’ll
take some blood and your
temperature and make sure
everything is all right. Then
you can go to school.
Peter: Thank you.

Receptionist: Hello. How can
I help you?
Patient: Hello. I think I’ve
broken my ankle. I can’t stand
on it. It’s swollen and it hurts.
Receptionist: Okay. Sit down
in the waiting room and the
doctor will call you into his
office.
Later
Doctor: Hello. What seems to
be the trouble today?
Patient: I fell off a skateboard
and hurt my ankle. It’s
swollen and I can’t walk on it.
Doctor: Let me see. Can you
move your foot up and down?
Patient: No. It really hurts.
Doctor: We need to take an
X-ray of the foot, and then
we’ll know more.
Later
Doctor: You’re lucky. It’s only
a sprained ankle. It hurts
a lot, but nothing is broken.
I’ll give you a brace (= ortéza)
for your foot, and you’ll need
to use crutches (= berle) for
a while. If it hurts a lot, I can
prescribe you a painkiller.
Patient: So I can’t walk on it?
Doctor: Walking on it will
make it worse. You can use
the crutches to move around
for now, but you should lie
down and rest it as much
as you can. Come back for
a check-up in two weeks.

Listen to the conversation on the Gate CD.
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Handy phrases & words
Symptoms

I have a headache / stomach ache /
toothache / backache.
My head / stomach hurts.
I have a fever.
I have a sore throat.
I feel dizzy – točí se mi hlava
I am ill (BrE) / sick (AmE).
to vomit [vQmIt] – zvracet
to have diarrhoea (BrE) / diarrhea
(AmE) [daI@rI@] – mít průjem
Injuries

I‘ve broken my leg / arm / finger
(BrE) × I broke my leg / I have
a broken leg (AmE)
sprained [spreInd] – vymknutý
swollen [sw@Ul@n] – oteklý
bruise [bruz] – modřina
cut – řezná rána
to graze / scrape a knee – odřít si
koleno
hit your head – uhodit se do hlavy
Doctor’s Instructions

What’s wrong with you? / What
seems to be the problem?
Open your mouth.
Take blood / your temperature /
your blood pressure.
We have to take / do an X-ray.
Take your top off.
You should rest / put ice on your
injury / drink lots of fluids / go on
a diet / exercise.
I’ll prescribe you / give you
a prescription for … painkillers /
antibiotics / ointment.
Come for a check-up.
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Task 1

read your role card and role-play
the situation with your partner.

classmate A: doctor

classmate B: Patient

Greet the patient.

Greet the doctor.

Ask what the problem is.

You don‘t feel well:
– stomach ache
– can‘t eat
– vomiting
– fever
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Tell the patient it‘s a stomach virus

Ask what you should do.

Give instructions:
– no eating
– drink lots of fluids
– get lots of rest

Ask if you can go to school.

The patient can‘t go to school for a week.
Ask the patient to come for a check-up
in three days.
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Task 2

what health
problems
do you see in the
pictures? what should
the people do?

Task 3

which
medical
supplies can you see?

Task 4

you have
two minutes.
write as many parts of
the body and organs
as you can.

Thank the doctor and
leave.
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